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4Be tee ‘RITISH EMBASSY, 
CATRO. 


No. MEN ath May, 1947. 
Hos as, / | 


Sir, 


I have the honour to enclose an extract from 
the "Journal d'Egypte" of 13th May, containing a 
French Press Agency report of an interview with 
the. ex-Mufti of Palestine in connection with the 
‘reported publication in the United States of 
America of documents and photographs purporting 
to prove that the ex-Mufti hed collaborated with 
Nazi leaders, notably Himmler, for the extermina- 
tion of Jews. — 


2. It will be seen that the ex-Mufti categorically 
denied such accusations, which he attributed to the 
Zionists. He then asserted that certain accusations 
against certain members of the Palestine delegation 
to the United Nations Organisation were entirely 
false; the Arabs, both Moslems and Christians, had 
never fought against Jews for racial and religious 
reasons, he stated. On the contrary, the Jews had 
always found a welcome among the Arabs, and 
relations between Jews and Arabs had never been 
disturbed before the recent apparition of Zionism. 
The Arabs had to defend themselves to protect a 
peaceful Palestine which the Zionists, by their 
imperialist policy, had transformed into an inferno. 


saouasafay 


3 I am sending copies of this despatch to the 
British Middle East Office, and to His Majesty's 
Representatives in Washington, Jerusalem, Bagdad, 
Beirut, Jedda, Damascus and Amman. | 
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I have the honour to be, 
With the highest respect, 
. §ir, 
Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


(Apneed g— poll 


The Right Honourable 
' Ernest Bevin, M.P., 
Foreign Office, 
London, S. Wel. 


theta Toe 


a Grand Moufti de Palestine se li 
«JE NAI JAMAIS 


-COLLABORE AVEC HIMMLER y 


‘ déclare S.Em. Hajj Amine El Husseini’ 


Me Caire, le 12 (AFP). — A la 

| suite de la publication aux. Etats. 
Unis de documents et photogra- 

phies - tendant 4 prouver que le 

-Grand* Moufti de Palestine, El 
Hajj Amine El Husseini, avait 

collaboré .avec les chefs nazis al- 

lemands et notamment Himmler 

en vue de l’extermination des 

Juifs, El Hajj Amine El-Hussei- 

ni a fait @ l’Agence France-Pres- 

se, les déclarations suivantes : 


«Je n’ai jamais dans ma vie ac- 

compli une action et je n’en ac- 

complirai jamais une qui ne. soit | 

dictée uniquement par l’intérét' de 

‘mon pays. Je n’ai jamais été )’ins- 

trument de n’importe quelle puis- ; 

‘sance ou organisation étrangére. . 

« Je démens catégoriquement . 

‘toutes ces accusations qui ont ete , 

_formulées contre moi, et, ar- 

ticulier, celles qui me rece ent - 
|,comme un des. collaborateurs de | 

“Himmler pour l’extermination des‘. 

i Juifs. 

' «We nai jamais écrit de ma vie 
‘ importe quelle lettre 4 Himm- . §,Em. Hajj’ Amine 
‘ler: Je n’ai jamais eu n’importe a, EI H us in 

| quelle relation avec lui pas plus J: egy uSssell J Nes, 
qu’avec n’importe quelle autre 

| personne dans le but d’extermi- 

! ner les. Juifs @’Europe. — 

| «Je suis certain que les Sionis- 

| tes eux-mémes qui font. gireul | 


«Quant. aux” accusations-* 
4 Bees contre certains membres de 
Fla‘ délégation:: paléstinienne 4 ! 
1 VONU; elles. Sout également en- | 
titrement fausses' et inventées de ; 
.toutes .piéces. - 
“«Ngus autres,, Arabes, et je par- 
le: aussi biew au’ ‘nom des Musul- 
| mans que des Chrétiens d’Orient, 
| nous n’avons jamais été antisé- 
| mites & n’importe’ quelle époque 
| de Vhistoire. Nous n’avons' ja- 
| mais lutté contre les Juifs pour 
des raisons raciales ou religieu- 
ses. 


«Au contraire, les Juifs trouve- 
rent toujours chez nous un meil- 
leur accueil et une sympathie | 
plus effective que dans le sein de | 
mimporte quelle.autre nation. Ces ! 
rapports entre Juifs et Arahes | 
nvavaient jamais été  troublés | 

| 
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avant la récente apparition du: 
Sionisme, afi 


«Nous nous “trouvons mainte- | 
nant devant une agression sionis- | 
te dirigée contre | ‘notre -patrie et 

nous ne pouvons. qué, nous défen- 
dre pour protéger tne Palestine | 
pacifique que les Sionistes. ont 

transformée malheureusgment. en | 
enfer par leur politique’: 4mpéria- 

F te. Sa 


: ota 
eT outes ces accusations Re et | 
| 


< 


é es ne: ‘geront d’aucune pga et 
ni pas de. pour. 
gauver : hotre? i 


Is ‘lutte peu 

pays: ‘au danger qui:.Je.menace, 

.. «Dans Paccompl 850 nt de no. 
fre. devoir patriotique; ‘hous ne 
 eraignons ni les‘ accusations des | 
_Sionistes, ni leurs ayagees, ni | 
leurs. menaces, Nous somtimes Par- , 
aitement certains que 1a, .victoi- | 
‘te finale nous restera ofr ‘hous : 
avons pour nous le droit et ils | 
_ont _pour eux injustice». 
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Downing Street,’ 
oie ‘ 


a May, 1917. 


14. 342/3/1/47 
SECRET 


ae 


Mean Back , Lot iil 


I enclose for your information a copy 
of a telegram from the High Commissioner 
concerning the suggestion of His Majesty's 
Ambassador, Cairo, that another protest might 


wean, wrasens oc wee 


be made to the Egyptian Government against the 


Mufti's political activities, (Cairo telegram 
No.1037 refers). 
f036(g) = £3700 
You will, of course, note that the 
High Commissioner feels that such a protest 
should be made and quotes the Mufti's latest 
message to his followers in evidence. 


For our part we also agree with the 
Ambassador's suggestion. 


3.G.S. BEITH, ESQ. 
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From the High Commissioner for Palestine. 


To the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
L&th May 19476 


Patel eudiodscose sea oe 


Dw Ab ed........ Saving. 


Addressed to Secretary of State SAVING TOP SECRETe Repeated 
pee eae Beirut, Damescus, Baeghdad,Amman ahd Jédda 
Oe » 0h e 6 


His Majesty's Ambassador's Cairo telegram No.l086 of 
May 2nd to Foreign Officee Haj Amin el Husseinl. 


I agree that mpresentations to the Egyptian 
Frime Minister on the lines suggested in paragraph 3 of 
Hie Mejeaty's Ambassador's telegram under reference are 
desirable. 


Ze The Egyptian newspaper e1 Ahram, which circulates 

in islestine, published a message from Haj Amin to the 
Arabs of Palestine in its issue dated the 19th April, 1947. 
A&A translation of the messege is as follows 36 


"The difficult circumstances and the dangerous 
ambitions which surround our home have lead me to ask you 
to stand against the danger and use all your might to 
prevent dissster in order to keep safe the inheritance of 
your encestors. As the stages of our national struggle are 
beset with difficulties it is necesssry that we should be 
united and we may have to make many sacrifices. I therefore 
call to every individual of the liberal people to be brethren 
in good and bad conditions, to unite your forces and atatements, 
avoiding perty disputes léke a strong edifice. 


As our popular revival end national movement can only be 
realised on the basis of good organisation the public is 
therefore in need of e strong financial syatem in Palestine 
to feed the national movement and prepsere means for the active 
national bodies to carry out their responsibilities and guide the 
ship in this eisturbed sea. ‘The Arab Higher Committee which is 
leading the national movement has established this system which 
is known es the Arab Treasury (Beit el Mal). Its plans have 
been completed and its ambitions ¢h warrant the best reaults. Its 
task ia to contact the people and collect subscriptions and 
contributions$ Brethren, I eall upon you to give generously. 
Give es much as you can as the national movement is in need of 
money as well as unity and it is a great responsibility which 
you are bound to shoulder as the nation is threatened by 
embitions. 
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QO liberal people, you have given much for your dear 
home from your souls and your fortuncae. This is not your first 
sacrifice and I am sure you will. cive willingly, support the 
Arab Treasury and assist those who are working for this object." 


Se I suggest thet the publication of such a tiessage is in 
4tself proof of political activity at the nature of which 
Nokrashy disavowa knowlec gee 
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En Clair DEPARTVENBAL NOL 
FROM FOREIGN CFFICE TO CAIRO 
No.1103 D. 4.16 pem. 7th June, 1947 


7th June, 1947 


Repeated Saving to Jerusaleu 
‘ Anman No.l? 
Beirut No.29 
Damascus No.19 
Bagdad No.29 
Jedda No.14 


Your telegram No.1086 [of siay 2nd: ‘Ex-nuftil. 


In the light of Jerusalem telegram No.112 
Saving I agree that you should act as proposed. 
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(Minutes. ) 


Last Paper. 


eret | The letter from Mr. Bandak enclosed in Mr. 
Stokes' letter asks Mr. Stokes to arrange a meeting 
References. with the Secretary of State. Although Mr. Stokes 
in his covering letter does not expressly support — 
this request, he does so by implication. 


| saduasafay | 


It is, however, submitted that it is not 
necessary for the Secretary of State to see Mr. 
Bandak, Although the son of the Mayor of Bethlehem, 
he is, I understand, a young man of no particular 
importance. Besides, he has already been received 
in the Department, by Mr. Baxter, who listened to what 


he had to say. 


oe ee eee What is more, what he has to suggest namely 
that we should reach an inderstanding with the Mufti, 


ava f. = O (How disposed of.) 
: Lhe or, as he put it to Mr. Baxter, that we should make a 
| poet LK. NA Y "cesture" to the Mufti, would involve a complete 
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., | |veversal of our present attitude towards the Mufti, 

~ | and while some modification of our attitude may 

' leventually become necessary, there could be no question 
of this while the Palestine question is sub_judice 

before the United Nations. In any case, the matter 

lis primarily one for the Colonial Office. 


5819 / Tae 


I submit draft reply. 


@ OAH 


(I. Garran) 
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(Action 
. completed.) 
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‘The Minister of State has,asked for the 
views of Eastern Department on Mr. Stokes' | 
suggestion that the Mufti should be usedtby us © 


} to counteract Communist propaganda activities in 
-the Middle East and that the oe could best do. 


this from Jerusalem. 


The attached ea respenience (E anita’ 
is relevant. H.M. Ambassador at Cairo suggested 
in a letter of January 28th that the Mufti could 
do less harm in Jerusalem than in Cairo, but, 


‘after consultation. with the Colonial office, 
the suggestion was’ turned down in Sir R. Howe's 


letter of April 3rd. . There -appears to be no 
doubt that the High Commissioner would strongly 
restat any attempt to return the Mufti to 
Jerusalen. Moreover, he is -a&. man who cannot 
be trusted and cannot therefore be used to 

help us in our propaganda. If we allowed him 
to return to Jerusalem, we should of course | 
be accused of helping the Arabs at the present 
critical stage of the “alestine  guestion. — 


: AL, 5 Ce 
‘13th June, 1947. 
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pord May, 1946. 


The Rt. Hon. Hector McNeil, PC., MP., 
Foreign Office, 


Whitehall, S.Wol. 


Dear Hector, 


I appreciate your reasons for not wishing to 
see the Son of the Mayor of Bethlehem, but he came to 
the House of Commons and I was invited to meet him 
by some of our colleagues. » 


The point which he wished to thrust home 
was simply this; The Mufti is strongly Anti-Communist 
and as the accepted religious leader of the Arabs, could and 
would do a tremendous amount to counteract the Communist 
propaganda activities throughout the Middle East if his 

pronouncement came from Jerusalem. As it is, exiled in 

Cairo and so without the same authority, and more 
especially having regard to the dissatisfaction at present 
ruling in Egypt, he cannot effectively take such action. 


However, perhaps I could say more on this next 
time we meet and there are several other things about 
which I should like to have a talk. Perhaps you will 

(ers and dine with me one night during the week 
Commencing lst June. | 
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I am, 


Yours — 
ake CE! \7a Ni . 
, a: R»R.STOKES. ( 
28MAY 1947 5 | Qn g Whos - 


O % 
SOG ORES 


PD brown 
etal oe 
s\rictorte otreet, I, 
Westminster, 
; LONDON, S.W.1. 


: i } XN cae 
‘ ae) 30th May 1947. 
au “A oe 
LAPKNOWLEDOED - 47 


The Rt. Hon. Ernest Bevin, P.C,, M.P., 

The Foreign Office, : 
Whitehall, = ) me Dp “ 
LONDON, S.W.1. “ - She pale 
Dear Bevin, PALESTINE -— GRAND MUFTI. ° s1(7 


The Writer of the enclosed letter, Mr. Bandak, 
came to the House of Commons on 20th May to see 
several of my colleagues in the Labour Party and I 
was asked to join them. 


He is the son of the Mayor of Bethlehem and, 
with their agreement, I promised to try and get him an 
interview with Hector McNeil. Hector could not see 
him and is now away on holiday: I think in fact Hector 
did not want to see hin. However, in view of 
representations made and of the man's insistence, I 
thought you should see the enclosed letter. 


Yours tae 
yw 


R.R.otokes. 
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COPY OF LETTER FROM; 


Z. BANDAK, ~ 
18, Walpole Street, 


S.W.3. 
Dated: 29th May 1947. 


4 


My dear Stokes, 


a I understand that important Arab leaders are 
insisting on the necessity of an Arab rising in. Palestine 
as the only means of stopping Jewish immigration. The 
decision to rule out the independence of Palestine as a 
- term of reference made some responsible Arabs doubtful of 


British intentions. 


I do know that the Mufti has been standing stolidly 


against such an action at present. I sincerely think thet, 


to avoid the conclusion by Arabs that Britain is hopeless, 
an understanding with the Mufti is essential. He asks for 
nothing personal ; he merely needs to be essured that Great 
Britain is not concealing political intentions which would 
endanger the future of the Arabs in Palestine. 


, I should be very grateful if you could arrange @ 
meeting with Bevin as early as possible as I have delayed 


my departure solely for this purpose. 


Yours very sincerely, 
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Letter of 


‘es position 


e 23rd May about the 


- th 
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talk it over with. 
opportuni ty 
1 be away 


the offi 
However, 1 will 
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dine one evening 
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Reke Stokes, HS» MePes. 
42, victoria Street, 


London, S—ill ele 
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‘Registry | OUT ENE 
No, £4723/49/31 T FILE : 


| Top Secret. 
Secret. 


Confidential. 
Restricted. 


Open. 7 | | De ~~ p 
— ? have had 
Shanieyou-tor your letter of the 30th 
“May enclosing one from Mr. Ze Bandak, 


you to arrange a meeting with me. 


‘I maeh appreciate your having approached 


Mr. R.R. Stokes, | ; | | 
|  M.P., me in the mattér but Iam afraid that it 


House of Commons. 7 
will not be possible for me to see Mr... 


Bandak. E-shewtd mention, however, that 
horses | ae 
From: He has(al ready been received in the Foreign 


Secretary of State] Office by the Head of the Eastern 


I Ne heord eee * ha 
a eas rat qe 1 st fo: FE Al 4 . 


Department, who listened to what he had 


IN se MARGIN. 


to spo first. ' In any case I should add that the 


question of our attitude towards the 
¢ ; 


- sff Mufti is primarily one for the Colonial 
a 


Office. | | 
Copy correspondence Z, | 
to Mr. Tyafford | 7. ae wee 
gmith, Gblonial owt) Aten ()- 
Office | . . 
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OUT FILE 


("R 4723/49/32) | 20 


pear Plot, 

r bave had your letter of the Soth hey 
enclosing one from Ey. Ze Bender, asking you to 
arrange = meeting with mo. | 

| mpprecitate your having ayorosched fa an 
the satter but I am afraid that it Will not be 
possibic for mu to see ‘r. Bandax. He has 
however already been received im the | Foreign 
Office by the Bead of the Fentern pepartaent, 
who lictered to what he hac to S8Fo 
| Tr any case i ehould e€d that the question 
of cur attitude towards the Wert 4s primarily — 
one for the Colonial ‘ffice. 
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> ‘FROM BETRU: , 
ure Houstoun-Boswall. D. 4.18 Dem s0th June, 1947. 
sae June, (1947. R, 8.10 p.m. 50th June, (1947, 


Repeated to Jerusalen, 
Cairo 


Bagdad. 
| Danasons (Saving). 


| 3 S 3 “LY, Ligh, . JU 
Jerusalem telegram No, 1149 to the rotten orrtee. 


Mufti, There are no indications from any 
quarter that he is expected here, 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy! Goa should | 
be retained by the authorised reoipient and not passed on] 
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| CABINET DISTRIBUTION 


FROM BEIRUT TO FORSIGN OFFICE 
Mr, Houstoun Boswall 


No.516 | 
lith July, 1947, R.11.24 a.m, 12th July, 1947, 


BBBB 


JMPORTANT alert?! 


Your telegram No.459: Mufti. 


The Minister for Foreign Affairs to whom the | 
Oriental Secretary spoke to-day in accordance with 
your instructions, said that he was not aware of any. 
approuch to the Lebanese Goverment in connexion with 
the Mufti’s movements. He promised to do his best to 

revent his coming to the Lebanon and said he would 

eep us informed. | 


D,?7 22d a.m, 12th July, 1947. 
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En clair 
By Confidential Bag. 


FROM CAIRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Sir RI. Campbell 
No. 81 Saving 


July 11th,1947. Re 4035 Pelle July 14th,1947. 


Repeated to Jerusalem No. 75 
seieat we s: 
e1ru Oo 
Damascus No. 49 SAVING 
Bagdad No. 
Jedda No. 58 


SSSSS — 7 


Your telegram No. 1103 [of June 7th]. Sus a 


I spoke to the Head of the King's Cabinet 
accordingly. | 
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“£0 SEYCHELLES (Dr..P.8. Selwyn Giarke) 


is S 4 ti 2 ade, & 3 ; Ss 4 ¥ 


FROM S$. OF S., COLONIES. 
“Sent 12th July, 1947. 15.45 hres 


. : 
ge os * eens 


5 


IMPORTANT 


No. 169 Top Seeretc us 7 f,22 #3 | 


* 


Addressed to Governor of Seychelles. — . 
Reperted to High Commigsioner, Palestine, Noo 1521. 


s 


. You will vecell that in Mey 2948 when 3t seemed 
poasibls that the Mufti of Jerusalem, then in Europe, might fall 
into our hends, it was proposed that if arrested he should be sent 
for detention in Seychelles. Hy telegrem Ne. 185 of ib | 
th May 1945 refers. The Mufti himseif evaded us at that time 
but in Decesber 1945 it.was decided that five of his associates 
who vere then in détention in Brussels should be sent to — 
Seychelles for. further detention (my telegram Nos 564 cf . 
3rd December, 1945 and subsequent telegraphic gorrespordence refer). F* 
The Last of these detainees were released in Noverbser, 1946. 
Reporte have recently been current in the Middie ‘Bast. that the 
Murti of Jexvusalen now resident in Egypt may attempt ‘shertiy to 
transfer his vesidencse to the Lebanon, If he makes thia meve it 
is possible thet he will cail at Haifa, and I have. had under 
consideration With my colleagues the action which ghowld be taken 
by the Government of Palestine in this event. A decision has | 
been reached that if Mufti showic come Within jurisdiction of 
Palestins Govermménts he showld be arrested and Gqgnparted 


Keategs 
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immediately to. Seychelles for detention as political pri BONnCT. 
rt assume ous beabacpete paged yacated by his accomplices in 


expenses ‘in ‘this comnection Would be met 
nt at Palestine, a 


I am asking High Commissioner for Palestine 
. to inform you immediately should Mufti set foot in Palestine 
and also to advise you now. of arrangements he would propose 
to make in that event for Mufti's transference to Seychelles. 


It. seems unlikely that Mofti will take serious risk of entering 


Palestine adiction but it is necessary that we should make 
nts now for the action to be taken in such an event. 
ry much yegret to have to ask you again to make preparations 
for reception of an unwelcome visitor and I sincerely hope 
that he will not in fact be thrust upon you. Please iet me 
know if there are any difficulties regarding his reception in. 
which I can help you. I shall inform you if there are any 
indications that such a move on Mufti's part ig imminent. 


Distributed to:- 


MoS.25 . Mro Mathieson 
Secretary of State 

Sir f. Lloyd 

Mro I. Thomas 

Mr. Martin 

Sir Co Jeffries 

Mr. Blackburne 

Mr. Gutch Mr. Pe Wilkins 
“My. Trefford smith 7 Missa Boyd 
Poreign Office Mr. H. Beeley. 
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rO PALESTINE (Generel Sir A. Cunningham) 


FROM 8. OF 8., COLONTES, 
Sent 12th July, 1947. 14.30 hrs. 


NO. L5<O Top Secret. 


aduasafay 


e 
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Your telegram No. 1149, 
Mufti. 


Possibility of Mufti cadling st Heifa and astion 
to be taken has been considered by His Meijer ty s Government, whe 
have decided that if he should come Within the. jurisdiction of 
the Palestine Government he should be arrested and departed 
immediately to Seychelles for detention as 2 polities] prisoner, 
His Majesty's Minister at Beixvat is belng instructed te repeat. 
the warnings already given to the Lebanese vevrernment ageinagt 
allowing the Mufti to enter the Lebanow and ¢o gay thet His 
Majeaty"a Government count on the Lebanags Serernnent taking 
@li posaibls measures to prevent thie from nappening. 
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. Se Presumably you will make such provisional 
arrangements as are possible Locally for the ammediate 
transference of the Mufti to ecychelles ahould he be arrested in 
Palestine. If you are likely to require any assistance in thie 
matter you will no doubt let me know saon, Governor Seychelles 


is being informed of possitility of arrival of Mufti in telegram 
which is being repeated to you, 
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Your telegram No.i69 of 12th JuLlyes 


| Accommodation referred to in your 
telegram Noo169, poragraph 1, no longer availabis, 
Alternative scconmodation can be provided for 
person named at few days notices. No aifticulty 
regarding reception, but appreciate information 
robeble number of retinue apd permisgion. to 
purchase localiy suites of furniture in advance 
owing $0 my very short supply. 


Oopy s6nt tai@7 ere eae 


Foreign Offiea - Me. Ho Beeley. 
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TO PALMSTINS (General Sir A, Cunningham) 


. 


FROM 3S. OF S., COLONIES. 


Sent 2nd August, 1947. 12.00 hrs. 


No.1723.Top Secret. 


Addressed High Commissioner Palestine. 
Repeated Governor Seychelles No.186.— 


auUaLasay 


My telegram to Governor, Seychelles, Ne. 169 
repeated to you Noo1l52l. | 


Mufti. 


Governor, Seychelles, is prepared %. provide 
accommodation for person named at ew days’ notice and 
anticipates no difficulty regarding ois reception. Hs has 
asked: for information regarding probable number of Murti's 
retinue and for permission to purchass locally suites of 
furniture in. advance owing to very short SUppLyY » 


y 


2 No doubt if he enters Palestine Mufti will be 
accompanied by attendants, some of whom may be liable to 
arrest and deportation under Palestine law. It ssems 
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most probable however that Mufti will be arrested alone 

and may later request that certain memcers of his staff 

“be permitted to join him in Seychelles to attend to his 
physical needs. Presumably no reliable estimate can be 
made inaivance of number of retinue but no doubt you will 
bear in mind, 4f Mufti is arrested in Palestine, that 
Governor, Seychelles, is anxious to have thia information. 

I doubt whether arreat ia sufficiently likely to justify 
expenditure now from Palestine funds on suites of furniture. 


Grateful for your views on this point. 


‘Distributed to:~/ 
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 .Sseretary of State 
Sir T, lioyd 
Me. I. Thomas 
Mr, Marvin 
Sar a. defC(ri 
Mr. Blackburn 
Mr, Guteh 
Mr. Trafford Smith 
Mr. Mathieson 
Mr. Higham | 
Mr, Bennett 
Mr. Bigg 
Mr. Paskin 
Mr. Sidebothen 
Mr. Wilkins 
Miss Boyd 
Poruwlign Office 
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PROM PALESTINE (General Sir 4. CGunsinghem) 
TOS. OF S., COLONIES. | 


D. 7th August, 1947. 
» ?th - " 19.30 hrs. 


CE eo A=! arse Ro ene 


Nooi523 Top Seeret. 
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Addressed & of S&S. 
Repeated Governor Seychelies No.1il7. 


Yeur telegram No.1723. 
Mufti. 


| I am most grateful to you and the Governor of 
Seychelles for the action taken. 


2a Present indications are that Mufti intenda to 
remain in Egypt for the time being. He ia probably by 
now aware that he would be arrested if be attempted to 
enter Palestine and I consider that it is unlikely that 
he will do so, The purchase of suites of furniture 
would not (repeat rot) be justified at present. 
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Se ft is impossible to say who would be with the . 
Mufti if he. were arrested; It seeme unlikely that he would 
travel alone, and it would be difficult to refuse a request 
for him to be accompanied by one or two porco na attendants 
if deported. 3 


As 
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I think the linesgon which Mr. 
Evans proposes to speakg in Para. 3 are 
quite correct. We have to take cognisance 
of the Mufti's arrival and express our 
concern, but it is no use our using strong 
language when there is nothing we can do 
about it. Mr. Evans has now reported his 
conversation with the Lebanese Prime Minister - 
see attached spare of Beirut Telegram Noe | 
52l. It appears from this telegram that the 
Lebanese Government may have been genuinely 
surprised by the Mufti's arrival, but I 
doubt whether we shall ever know the truth 


©) MR. Riese, 2, | of that. 
| AS regards the Mufti's departure 


ot Eqoy7) from Egypt, it does not appear that we have 
VS 1% Oct asked the Egyptian Government to prevent him 
} | leaving the country. Our line has been 
that the Mufti should be prevented from in- 
dulging in political activities in Eat. 
The Egyptian Government's belated reply to 
our representations will be found in @jm 
E3668/4,9/G. In the circumstances there 
do@s not appear to be cause for us to Com- 
pldin to the Egyptian Government. of the 
pr@sent development. 


:aduasafay 
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tie that there is nothing that we can say 
to the Egyptian Government. Our representations to 
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them were confined to asking that the Mufti should not 
be allowed to engage in political activities. The 
Egyptian Government do seem, however, to have pla: $ 
no obstacle whatever in the way of his departure//"I 
agree that we should approve Mr. Evans' language. I 
think, however, that at the same time we should 
instruct him to go further and to ainformathe Lebanese 
Government that we count on them to do everything 
possible to prevent the Mufti from engaging in 
political activities. I do not think that this will 
have any real effect, for I doubt whether the Lebanese 


Government could restrain the Mufti even if they wante¢ 
to. It would, however, be consistent with our previou 


attitude. 


I think that we should watch Iraqi.reactions.:to 
the Mufti's movements very closely. It is not clear 
what precisely is meant by Riad Bey's remark (Beirut 
telegram No. 721) that Saleh Jabr is more excited than 
anyone else. Does it mean that he is enthusiastic or 
annoyed? The Mufti is of course a deadly enemy of 


the Regent (he plotted with Rashchid Ali for the 


Regent's overthrow in 1941.) But Saleh Jabr has 
recently been showing signs of a tendency to pi 

the extreme nationalists. We should watch carefully 
to make sure that he is playing straight. 


I submit a revised draft telegram. 


o AA Ase 
10 October, 1947. 
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Cypher/OTP | CABINGE DISTRIBUTION 
FROM BELRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICK. 
liy, xvens, D: 1.5 Dew. Sth Octeber, 1947 
No, 7156. | 
8th Octeber, 197. R: 1h Dem. Sth October, 1947, 


ae jens =r SANS: eee ae a % oh 
tye 


Repeated te Caire, — ae : 
British Middle Hast Office), 
Bagdad 7% 
Jerusalem, 
Jedda, 
Amman, 
Danascus, 


Washingten, : i 
United Kingdem Delegatien New York. 


VOST ‘IMMEDIATE —— 
Me ex lurti arrived in Beirut this merning. 


3, Accerding te Lebanese Prime Iinister his 
arrival was a ceaplete surprise te the Lebanese 
sutherities. He travelled witheut a visa. 


3, I am seeing the Prime Minister this af terneene 
I prepese te inrerm him that in view ez repeated 
representations en the subject the ex Mufti’s arrival 
create a mest unfaveurable | 


Majesty's Gevernnent. 


Caire please pass te British liiddle Bast Office 
as my telegram lle.165 and Fereign Office, please pass 
impertant te Washingten and United Kingdem Delegatien 
New Yerk as my telegrams Nes 11 and 21 respectively. 


[Repeated te Washingten and United Kingden 
Delegatien New yerk ie 


would undeubtedly 
inpressien on His 
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UeKe Delegation New York 
Damascus Saving. 
SORE 


My telegram No. 716; ex Mufti. 


T was received by Lebanese Prime } 
afternoon and spoke to him on § = nee ) 
paragraph 3 of my telegram under reference. Riad Bey 
said the ex-ilufti's arrival had come as a complete 
surprise to both him and the Egyptians. (Sheik Yussef 
Yassin whom I saw later told me that Ried Bey had given 
him the gale version). Riad Bey said first indication 
he had of the arrival was a telephone call from Beirut 
airfield from the Mufti in person. He had travelled 
without passport or visa in an ligyptian aircraft. 
(It is learnt from other sources that aireraft belonged 
to the M.1.S.R. Company). The Mufti was accompanied by 
Ahmed Hilwi, Sobhi abu-Khadra, Osman Komel Hadded and 
Nujhad Hussein. I have since learnt that in a second 


“.1.GeR. airoraft the following also exrrived; Sheik Hassan — 


Abou Seeud (present Mufti ef J exusalea), [shag 
Dar[gpeundec.Jaul, iisrouf Dawalibi and. iiajdi Jaouni. 
Riad Bey told me the ox Mufti was being eccemmedated fer 
the present in his (Riad's) heuse. 


2. Riad Bey attributed the sudden arrival to a very 
huaan desire en the part ef the ex Mufti net te be absent 
when far-reaching decisiens affecting Palestine were 
being taken. He edded that in his epinien his presence 
weuld make no great difference te werk ef the Arab League 
Ceuncil (Sheik Yussef Yassin tele tic the same thing) but 
agreed that spectacular effect weuld be censiderable. He 
gaia frem such cenversatiens as he had had with the ex 


Murti he had fermed the im ressien he was new much mere 
moderate and alse that he had been duly impressed by 


impertance ef Celenial Secretary's statement. 
n ; . ; t Seleh,, 
Be spakietaSeL SBE Haig eens ofts “abeut'the matter. 
Fereign Office please pass te U.K. Delegatien New 
Yerk as my telegrom 0.24 and Caire te B.M.E.O. as my 
telegram Ne. 168. 


[Repeated te U.K. Delegatien New York]. 


@ 22uasafay 
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.M. Chargé 
ee y , l sth October: Mufti’. 
j aft, 
: } I approve your language. 


Telegram. | 2. I assume that the Lebanese 


& 


Government would be unwilling Ana unable 
ono 
to. remove the Mufti from the erie aoe 


Sex 12 
Dated. to restrain his political activity while 


{he is there. Unless the High Commission-_ 


Repeat to: 


er for Palestine feels stron ly in 
ISG. 2, 


_ iire (eompiamat contrary Sense it would therefore not seem 


Byatad eye. worth while for you to ai Lebanese 
Jeysa eee Government to do either of these things. 


agin we), You should. however, take an early 


dayfecus aca Opportunity of stating that I count on 


od = 


Pee ee ae them to restrain him from taking any 

ee ole. ‘e ; . 
UeK. Delegatio action which would cause added difficulty 
New York. 3 : 


sp . tfor the British inicbictieeaedeia. 
e 


ir-Dd 
rth) oe You should add that --weuld 
pa TW 4 D . | 
s 1 ( 


ees y—n bone, E if at this moment, 
Cypher when moderation on all sides is clearly 
Cabinet Dist. he first essential, the Arab League 
yere to be influenced by someone of such a 


dybious past and such extremist views as 
the Mufti. | 


2. / 


saduasafay 
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Uy 


4 


& Please slucidate paragraph 3 of your | 
telegram Now P21. Is the Iragi Prime 
Minister glad of iwettts aieivad, or ark 
Irayi feelings towards him still as hostile 


as before? 


IN THIS MARGIN. 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 


Cypher/OTP. CABINET DISTRIBUTION, 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO BEIRUT. 


No. 628. 
D. 4,05 p.m. 13th October 1947, 
18th October 1947, 7 


Repeated to: Cairo, No,1894; 
Bagdad, No,872; 

, No, 414; 

447 : 


2° 

BM, E.0, Cairo, No, 766; 

U.K. Dolegation New York, No, 5447; 
Jerusalem (Immediate), 


IMPORTANT. 


Your telegrams Nos,716 and 721 [of 8th 
October: Mufti], 


I approve your language. 


2, I assume that the Lebanese Government would 
be unwilling and unable to remove the Mufti from 
the Lebanon or to restrain his pega activity 
while he is there, Unless the High Commissioner for 
Palestine feels strongly in contrary sense it would 
rth while for you to ask Lebanese 
You eg 


@ 2 uasafay 


British 
dd that it 


WOONOT ‘391440 GNODTE Q1TENd 3H1 40 LHD I8Ad09 


® 


&. Please elucidate paragraph S$ of your bererree 
No.721, Is the Iraqi Prime Minister glad of Mufti's 
arrival, or are Iraqi feelings towards him still as 
hostile as before? 


W:WeWsWsW 


GT 1947 
En Clair 


. FROM BRIRUT TO FORRKIGN OFFICE 
Mr. Evens ReLl?th October 1947 
No. 66 Saving 


9th October 1947 
Repeated to British Gairo N 
Britis 


DEPARTMENTAL NO,1, 


Jedda No, 84. 
Jerusalem No, 62 
U.K. Del. CLs 
Damascus No, 


Ex Mutti | 
Sheikh Hassan Abu Seoud is a Member of the Arab 


High Cemmittee and net (repeat not) Kutta of Jerusalem, 
a 


ry 
cee gE, oe 


rae fpat 
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TOP SECRET Colonial Office, ow 
Church House, 
Great Smith Street, re 
London, S.W. le TES 


October 9 9a Dh Fo —— 


Ph Le A a 
eg ¥, ? 
gst ~ Ree 


- paws cidben er 


a 
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73 O01 yo4l. 


I enclose a copy of a report from Palestine 
on the informal contact established lwith the Muftr 
in Cairo on the 21st September. It amplifies 
Paiestine telegram No. 1786 of the 2énd September, 
a copy of which you already have. I am sending 
a copy of this letter with its enclosure to 
Jo&.C. Robertson, Ne Le. De 


as ie 


WeAieC. Mathieson) 
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J.G.S. BEITH, ESu. 


) 6. Se . 808/2. 


From the Officer Administering the Government of Palestine. 


To the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


Date 23rd September, 197. | 
No. 235 Saving TOP SECRET. Saving PRIORITY. 


My telegram No. 1786; attitude of mufti | 


to partition. 


I enclose a copy of note by the two _ 
officers of the Palestine Police who recently had 
an informal talk with the Mufti with the object 
of eliciting whether he would be prepared te 
acquiesce in any form of partition of Palestine. 


WOONOT 63914430 GYOI3S 9178Nd 3HL 40 LHDIYAdOD 


*k, 
An effort has been made to obtain the Mufti's response 
to the following questions:- 


(1) Is the Mufti irrevocably opposed to any form. of 
partition? 


(44) What would the Mufti's reaction be to a modified 
partition scheme which would leave Jeffa and the 


Negev in the Arab state? 


(144) Does the Mufti wish for a rapprochement and if so 
on what basis? 


2e In the absence of Sir Walter Smart and Brigadier Clayton 
we saw the A/Oriental Counsellor at HeM. Embassy at Cairo on 
Friday 19th September, 1947 to whom we explained our missions 
After reference to Mre Bowker, the British Minister who is acting 
for the Ambassador, and efter Mr. Giles had diseussed the matter 
with Mre Bowker, we were requested to refrain fran directly 
contacting Haj Amin El Husseini, Mre Bowker expressed surprise 
at our mission and the fact that he had not been previously 
advised by the Government and suggested that we should remain in 
Cairo until the matter could be referred to the Foreign Office 
and a ruling obtained. I made it clear that our mission was 


completely and entirely unofficial, that I aid not think it was 
necessary to refer the matter to London and that I had deemed it 
advisable to consult the Embassy as it was not the wish of the 
Government of Palestine that the Embassy should in any way be 
embarrassed by our inquiries. As no assistance was to be expected 
from the Embassy we made no further contact with theme 


3e The imminent return of Nokrashi Pasha from UeNeO. and 
the prevailing hostile atmosphere in Cairo rendered contact with 
official Egyptian and Palestinian Areb circles in Cairo difficult. 
However, we were fortunete in being able to obtain the assistance 
of a highly placed British resident of Cairo who is on friendly 
relations with Hak Amin El Husseini, ‘The text of the convessation 
between our contadt and Haj Amin Bl Husseini, from which the 
answers to the questions can be deduced, is attached, It is 
apparent that the answers to the three questions arei- 


(i) Emphatically yeSe 
(44) An emphatic rejections , 
(444) Haj Amin E1 Husseini would be prepared to 
co-operate only if Britain withdrew its support 


? from Political Zionism 


lie From conversations held with both Egyptians end 
Palestinians of Cairo it would appear that the Mufti, thriving 
in the hostile and anti-British atmosphere of Egypt, is determined 
to call a rebellion and his old intransigent attitude remains 


unchangede 
22nd September, 19:7. | 


(AeFe GILES) (JeAe BRIANCE) 
DEPUTY INSPECTOR GENERAL DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICEs 


WOONOT §391430 GY0938 9178Nd 3HL 4O LHDIMAdOD 


His Eminence was in excellent mood, charming, joking. 
He listened to my questions with great care, wrote them down, 
translated into srabie, and will in due course provide written 
‘yrepliese In his oral replies he spoke without any hesitation or 
apparent equivocation and it is probable that the average 
observer would have believed that he was quite sincere and not 


trying to bluff. 


Of course, it is possible that what His Eminence wants 
and what Jamal Husseini may be foreed to agree to are different. 
The test will come if Jamal attempts to persuade Haj Amin to a 
compromises 


| As regards partition, in any form, under any conditions, 
with or without the Negeb and Jaffa, disguised as federalisation - 
the answer would be a simply uncompromising NO. In the first 
plaee, he was not bargaining with the Zionists about a 
possession in dispute. Palestine, including Jaffa and the Negeb, 
was Arab, and he did not recognise the right of anyone to "offer" 
‘him what was theirs as a condition of Arab consent to partition. 
It was like a robber trying to make conditions on which he would 
return stolen property. In the second place, the Arabs were 
absolutely convineed that no form of partition or federalisation 
would finally satisfy the Zionists. Whatever they got would 
merely be a springboard from which to leap on more. He had the 
best reasons in the world for this belief. The Zionists had 
openly and repeatedly declared that a part of Palestine was not 
their aim; they had declared that their eventual aim would never 
be relinguished. Take Weimman. In 1922, "We have no thought of a 
Jewish states by 1936-7, "We would accept partition"; by 1942 
(Biltmore) "Palestine to be a Jewish state"; today, "Palestine 

to be a Jewish state and Trans-Jordan is part of Palestine". 
What more could we want? People used to say Hitler did not mean 
what he said in Mein Kampf, and even when he stuek to the 
programme in that book people wouldn't believe. So, people today 
are foolish enough oF scheming enough to pretend to believe that 
the Zionists would give up their avowed aims and designs if they 
were given a part of them Put yourself in the Arabs’ placee 
Remember yourselves in 1940. Did you ever think of offering the 
Germans part of Britain on condition they let you alone in the 
rest? Of course not, and you never would. To start with, you 
would have preferred to die defending it. In the second you 
know that they would never have kept their word to remain in the 
one part. All right. That was how the Arabs were; and, once 
again, the answer to "Partition", "Federalisation’, in fact any 
system that gave the Zionists political authority in Palestine, was 
NO, categorically NO. The Jews, like anybody else, would have as | 
many and no more rights as the other citizens of Palestine. Jews 


in England did not vote, etc., until they were naturalised. Jews i 


and Arabs for that matter - in Palestine also would not have full 
rights until they became Palestinian citizens. 

no discrimination against the Jews nor against any other people 
in Palestine. But the Arabs would NEVER agree to any bestowal on 


the Zionists of political power or privilege that put them above 
or independent of the Palestinian state government. 


As regards co-operation with the British, there was 
no fundamental reason whatsoever why the two peoples, Arabs and 
British, should not co-operate. They had many interests in 
common, many of the leaders in the Arab countries admired, liked 
and were grateful to the British - but don't let that deceive you 
into thinking that any Arab leader will weaken where Palestine is 


concerned. / 
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concerned. There are a few weak sisters, but the country has 

no use for them and they have no influence in the country. 
Palestinian Arab enmity towards the British is purely political - 
they hate the policy which has founded and nourished the 
Zionists national homee The moment it has become clear that 
Britain is no longer supporting Zionist political aspirations 

in Palestine, that moment will the depth of rab friendship for 
Britain become clear. It would be too much to hope that Britain 
who, as everyone knows, is one of the Big Five in the 
United Nations, would make it evident there that she did not 
intend to support Zionist political claims and aims in 
Palestine? That she would reject Partition or any other scheme 
giving the Zionists that political foothold which they need and 
want in order to realise their ultimate aims? Were Britain to 
take such a stand she would have gained Arab friendship in a 
moment. It was little to ask. Britain has done a great deal 
for the Jews. Let her merely refrain from doing any more ~ 
Palestine. "We do not ask justice. We ask less than justice”, 


because we do not ask Britain to undo the past. 


Those are the conditions. Decide whether you will 
continue to support political Zionism. If you do, you can never 
hope for Arab eo-operation, for the Arabs would be co-operating 
in bringing about their own destruction. 


As regards the withdrawal of British troops from 
Palestine, we would not mind. We do not fear the Jews, their 
Stern, Irgun, Haganah. We might lose at first. We would have 
many losses, but in the end we must win. Remember Mussolini, 
who talked of 8,000,000 bayonets, who bluffed the world that he 
had turned the macaronis back into Romans. For 21 years he made 
this bluff, and what happened when his Romans were put to the 
test? They crumbled into nothing. So with the Zionists. They 
will eventually crumble into nothing, and we do not fear the 
result, unless of course Britain or america or some other Great 
Power intervenes. Even then we shall fight and the Arab world 
will be perpetually hostile. Nor do we want you to substitute 
American or United Nations troops for the British That would 
be even worse. We want no foreign. troops. Leave us to fight 
it out ourselves. _ 
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‘ (The question of Haj Amin's personal position was 
not directly raised, beyond my observations that he was a key man 
in the attitude of the Palestinian Arabs. But I would say that he 
fears no rival, that it never enters his head that he has a 
serious rival, and that any attempt by an outside power to place 
another Palestinian Arab at the head of the Palestinian movement 
could not succeed I would say that he was supremely confident 
in the strength of his position and in his belief that the 
Palestinian ,rabs look to him as unquestioned leader. At the 
same time, he gave a definite impression of personal 
disinterestedness; but that would be because he has probably 
never doubted the strength of his own position. 


Most of the conversation was in Turkish, Important 
words and phrases repeated in Arabic. Haj Amin occasionally 
lapsed into broken Freneh and even, once or twice, into a word or 
two of English. Speaking of the Zionist ultimate aims, he 
several times repeated with evident pleasure the phrase 
"r"appetit vient en mangeant.") 


2lst September, 1947. 


PALESTINE. 
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Next Paper. 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy od. should 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 


= 


ir. Bewker De 7692 Pee 10th October 1947 


No. 1998 Re Li pem. 10th October 1947. 


Repeated to 


Demascus 
U. Ke Delega 


IMMEDIATE. 
y) 


Beirut telegram No» 721. — 


Ex Mufti. 


| Enguiries made here have so fer failed to establish 
the precise cirousstences ef the ex ilufti's departure . 
frea Caire. Present indications are that there must have 
been somes degree of cellusien at high level on the part 
ef Egyptian autherities er else serious negligence on 

the part ef centrel gutherities at airfield. 


@ 2 2uasafay 


9, It seems that probably the ex Mufti's departure is 
attributable te fortuitous circumstance of Arab League 
Council's meeting in Beirut instead ef Caire where meeting 
would have taken place but for chelera epidemic and where 
ex ijufti could certainly have had all contacts he desired 
with Arab Delegates. yi So 6 f @ 


3, It will be recalled that as stated in paragraph 4 of 

Sir Reneld Campbell's telegraa Ne. 1114 of June 19th 1946 

S4aki was unwilling to guarentee that Egyptian Governaent 
 geuld prevent the ex wWufti’s escape from Egypte As regards : 

Nokrashi's attitude regarding the ex Mufti's activities please 

see Sir Ronald Campbell's despatch Ne) 364 April 25th. | 

Despite the latter de you wish we to make a formal protest to 

Egyptian Gevernaent sbout the ex iufti's departure and te | 

ask them to prevent his re-entry into Egypt? It may be thoughti 

that pretest would be apprepriate fer fora's sake but have 

no hope that the Egyptien Gevyernment would ceeperate in 

preventing re-entry. | _ 

reign Offloe please pass te Amman and U.K.Delegatien 

New verk a Big e pe Ne. 87 and my telegram Neo. 108 

respectively and Beirut te Demascus as my telegram No. 157. 

Foreign Office please pass te Jerusalem. 

[Repeated to Amman and U.K. Delegation New York]. 

[Cepies sent to Celenial Office fer transmission to Jerusalem) J 


vvyv 
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by 


| Ea+7< [ «9 | 3} | 


AS oo, , MEDMEIT SLIP. 


CABINET DISTRIBUTION. 


Cairo telegram No,1998 to Foreign Office of 
October 10th, . 


Last paragraph, After "Foreign Office . 
ke aa to Jerusalem" please add “as my telegram 


COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT. 
12th October 1947, 


[Copies sent to Colonial Office for | 
repetition to Jerusalem] 
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[This telegram is ef particular secrecy and sheuld be 
retained by the eutherised recipient and net passed en]. 


ir, Evans, D: 1,12 peu. llth Octeber, 1947 
& ' . 
Th ia 1947, R: 3,25 pew llth Octeber, 1947, 


Repeated te Caire, 
British Middle Kast Office, 
Bagdad, 
Jedda, 
Jerusalem, 


Amman 
Damascus oaving. 


Arrival ef the ex Mufti in the Lebanen perhaps 
effers a suitable eppertunity fer a review ef eur 
attitude tewards him particularly in the light ef the 
faveurable Arab reactiens te the Celenial Secretary's 
statement en Palestine, There is little deubt that 
the British are ne lenger regardeé as Arab public 
enemy lle,l ever Palestine and te this extent at least 
the ex Mufti is pessibly new less ef a menace frem 
eur peint ef view. | 


Assurances given by the igyptian Gevernment that 
| the ex Mufti ‘weuld net indulge in any pelitical 
activities appear te have been ef little value, I 
think that: any Lebanese assurances weuld fall in the 
same categery, Furthermere I deubt whether the puveeny 
Lebanese : Sovorinent headed by Riad Bey Selh weul 
be prepared te give any such assurances ~ if the press 
communiqué incident reperted in my telegran lle, 732 
indicates. anything it is surely this. pub 
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a AS meeu frea here it appears deubtful whe ther 

any useful, p "pease weuld be served in making 
represen’ ‘ations te the Lebanese Gevermaent in cennexien 
with the ¢x-liniti's pelitical activities, An 

additional argument in faveur ef this attitude is that 
“ accerd)? te the Lebanese Prime Minister the ex-lufti 

keely te stay leng in the Lebanen. (Riad Bey 

Selh ta: i i. th.t he had net put the questien te Haj 
Amin bun that he had ferued this impression). 


‘daire. please, 7% te British lid@le wast Office 
as By’ aber : 


ah Ve 


Uh} 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the autherised recipient and net passed on]. 


Cypher/OTe § GABINET DISTRIBUTION. 
| FROM BETRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


ite Byanse De 5204 Pelle 10ta Osteber 1947. 
Oe Ve 
TOth October 1947. Re 7.43 Delle Oth Ooteber 1947. 


Repeated te Lees te Delegation New York, Cairo, 
British widd@le Bast Office, Bagdad, Jedda, Jerusalen, 
Amman and Saving Damascus. | 


TiPORTANT. G i 

SECKGL. — t. 

My telegram 725; ex Mufti. _. 
‘hen I saw Saleh Jabr this morning, E . | er 

he had been informed in advance of the ex ijufti's arrival. 

He replied in the negative and added that as far as he was 

aware the Lebanese Prime Minister had also been kept in the 

ea ra nad no doubt however that the Egyptians knew all 

abou ° 


Be. ft communi qué had been published in lecal press to 
the effect that all heads of Arab delegations called on 
the ex Mufti en October 9th. This was incorrect as he, 
Saleh Jabr, had not (repeat not), paid him a visit and he 
proper to issue a démenti, Saleh Jabr added that if 
tufti called on him he would receive hin very coolly. 


3. Saleh Jabr seid that he had made know to Arab 
League Council his views on the subjeot of the ex Mufti. 
He had teld them that he phot ue Geasepreree vs the 
ex Dufti's ways end that in his opinion the ex Mufti was not 
» man who had the cause of Palestine truly at heart, 
Haj Amin had spent twenty five years attempting to deal with 
che Palestine question and had been unsuccessful. The 
time had now come for him to retire and to leave the field 


epen te others. 


4. Saleh Jabr said that he would use his influence 
here to ensure that the welcome given to the ex Mufti should 
‘not be overdone and that he would urge ‘the Lebanese Prine 
“anister to curtail his stay in the Lebanon. I doubt 
whether he will meet with much success. The ex Mufti has 
been hailed in the local press as the Arab hero. | 


Foreign Office please pass to United Kingdom Delegation 
New York as my telegram No, 29 and Cairo to British iiddle 
Nast Office as my telegram No. 177. 


[Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New York]. 
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{This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the aut! orised recipient and net passed on] 


Cypher/OTP GABINET DISTRIBUTION 
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e 


FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE, 
Mr, Evans, D. 8.25 p.m, 10th Octeber, 1947, 
No, 752 | 


@ 


10th October, 1947, R. 10.40 p.m. 10th October, 1947, 


Repeated Saving Cairo, British Middle East Office, 
| Bagdad, Aman, Jedda, Jerisalem & Danascus, 


SECRET, 
The ex-Mufti, 


Yhen I saw the Lebanese Prime Minister late last night 
after the Arab League meeting, he drew my attention to an 


Agence Francaise de Presse report of which following 
translation, 


[Begins ] sources that 

the British re yesterday made a 
démarche to th © inform them of the 
the subject ef the presence ef the 
ritish representative specially 
e impression created in Lenden by . 

y accorded to the Mufti as regards pelitical 
activity. [Ends], : _ 


Rlad Bey said that ir this was published in the lecal 
press he would be ebliged te issue a éfmenti. 


would t¢ 
He add a> 


ress (I have 
2 the Egyptian radio 


5S. The ybabil ty is that the original report te the 
effect that I | d pointed out to the Lebanese Government 

the ex-Mufti's apriyal would create an unfortunate 
| ression in Lenden (which was included in L.P.S, of 
October Sth) has been expanded to include reference te 


hy 
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« 2 « 


rier shetpate 
his political activities in o either to an ‘ 
tims to the Lebanese Governmen 
or eee ek excuse io denying the whole report, 


4, The Prime Minister informed me this afternom 
2 vari dons of. the report have b 
splat oe pron era he proposed to. iasue a 
idnenti. presence he drafted 
met new hed 


nden, | 
a oe ex-Mufti was it 


but agreed te omit it. 


feeling is that ne useful purpese 
will be Pe by pursuing this natter Part her. 
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PALESTINE 


By, 
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No. ( Banat! | oe fkiaiole— , AP) Dune Bu | anand >» 
_ Dated Hf OF : 


Received /3 0 aL. : (ton mee! SOI Tare 25 Cea, 
in Registry i, 
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his telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 


rem 
[ alia 


retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 


Cypher /OTP 
CABINET DISTRIBULION c Ns 


FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


pS OCT 
ir. vans. De 1eADePollle October Trth;1 ° 


Nos 736s 
October llth,192/. Re5e25epem. October 11th,194/. 


Repeated to Cairo. 
British Middle Hast Office Cairo. 


| ) ' . 
Jerusalem. ) . SAVING, 


Anman. ) 
Damascus ) 


gf es 
SECRET. lates) fesifrt 


Ex-Mufti. ve Nae 
Y 


My immediately preceding telegram. 


The President said that the Director General 
wished to tell me personally that the ex~Mufti's 
arrival had come as @ complete surprise to him: and 
furthermore that the Lebanese Prime iiinister had 
assured him that he also had no knowledge of the 
ex-Mufti's intention to come to Lebanon. He did 
not say however that in his opinion Riad Bey Solh was 
innocent in the matter; in fact other sources quote 
the President as saying that he believed Riad Bey was 


aware of what was afoot. 


2, The President said that he had arranged for a 
member of Surete to be in constant attendance on the 
Mufti both for his protection and in order to keep 
some check on his movements, and to this extent his 
activities would be controlled and restricted and he 
said that we could be sure that he would not be allowed — 
to indulge in any activities directed against British 


interests. 


; Cairo please pass to BM.E.O. as my telegram Ne. 
251. 
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This telegram is of particular secrec and should be 
[mis te by the sans ee and not passed on], 


Cypher/OTP, | 


. 741. D. 9,10 a.m, 12th October 1947, 
llth October 1947, R, 10,50 a.m, 18th October 1947, 


Repeated to: Bi re 
B, ro, 
Saving to” 


When I saw Samir Pasha ‘oe morning I asked 
him about ex Mufti’ . ak He said that it “had cone 
as a of trope marps Like Saleh Jabr he 
had not repeat not oalled of on him, 


ae Samir Pasha said that in his opinion : 
Mufti’ s arrival was a sign of weakness, He was 
LoKing 14, 3 n Palestine and therefore could not 
fo be when far-reaching decisions were 
being taken Boel Palestins,. , 


| Cairo please pass to B,M.E.0O. as ny a ea 
No, 186, 


WeWeWeWsW 
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Next Paper 
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2 
Minutes. - —_ Z | 


| The Mufti has arrived in the Lebanon, 
where the meeting of the Arab League is 

taking place.  H.M. Chargé d'affaires ® 
“has told the Lebanese Prime Minister that ~ 
the Mufti's arrival will undoubtedly create a 
most unfavourable impression: on 4. ‘M. Ree 
Government. The Lebanese Prime Minister 
asserted that he had no previous notice-:- . 

of the Mufti's arrival. - 3 


The last Cabinet decision about the 
Mufti is in E 6076/ca. The Mufti was then 
in Egypt but was thought likely to go to 
the Lebanon. 


The Cabinet agreed that the High 
Commissioner$ for PaleStine should be 
instructed to arrest and deport the Mufti 
if he came within Palestine jurisdiction 
and that H.M. Minister at Beirut should 
repeat warnings already given to the 
Lebanese Government against allowing the Mufti - 
to enter the Lebanon. 


It appears that we have never asked the 
Egyptian Government to prevent the Mufti 
leaving Egypt, but only not to allow him 
to iniulge in political activity there. 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


The Mufti has a strong position with the 
Arab League. He has in the past been 
mal vu by the Irayi Government, particularly 
because of his association with Rashid Ali. 
The present attitude of the Iragi Prime — 
inister, who is at the Arab League meeting, 
is said to be one of "éxcitement", but it 
is not clear whether the excitement is 
pleasureable or the reverse, 


/ 
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It has for long been anticipated that, 
when the situation in Palestine became more 
critical, the Mufti would move to the 
Lebanon, in order to direct from there 
Arab activities in Palestine. 
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It seems perfectly clear that the 
Lebanese Government would be unable and 
unwilling to take any action €ither to 
remove the Mufti from the Lebanon or to 7 
curbhis political activities while he is there, 
and it seems quite unrealistic for us to ask 
them to do So. We might, however, ask. then 
to see that he does nothing to make things 
more difficult for the British Administration. 


I have discussed this question generally 
with the Colonial Office. They feel that the 
Situation has considerably changed with our 
ed asta to withdraw from Palestine, 

nce we have begun to Withdraw, t ; 
of the Mufti inv palegt ins. pron taa they gen 
not directed against us, will not be our con- 
cern. We may indeed at a somewhat later 
Stage find ourselves having to reach agreement 
vith him if he succeeds in establishing | 
imself in Palestine or part of Palestine. 
he Colonial Office are therefore in favour 


f a policy of masterly inactivity as rezards. 
the ftuf ti’ s arrival in the Lebanon. | ‘ . 


There/ 


Minutes. 


There is much: to be said for this point of | 
view, though I think it would still be perfectily 
appropriate for us to comment on the undesirabidig¢y 
of influence‘being exercised by someone with so: 5 | 
shady a past and such extremist. views as the i 


t . 


I attach a draft telegram, in-which the 
Golonial Office concur. : | ab 


YEE E93§/. 


"| -'10th october, 1947. 


IN THIS MARGIN. 
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IN THIS MARGIN. 
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E 9627/49/31 
Confidential 
Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL NO.1 


FROM FORSIGN OFFICE TO CAIRO 
No,1955 D.10.45 am, 22nd October, 1947. 
21igt October, 1947. | 
Repeated to Beirut No..55 ) 
Bagdad 10.54 ) 
Amman No.57 
Jedda No.33 ‘saving 
Jerusalem 


Damascus No,.38 : 
U.K. Delegation New York No,g71j°eVs. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Yeur telegram No,1998 [ef 10th Octeber: Mufti] 
and my telegram No.628 te Beirut [ef Octeber 15th] 


I de not think that any useful purpese would be 
served by making a formal pretest te the Egyptian 
Gevermaent abeut Mufti'’s departure er by requesting them 
te prevent his re-entry. 
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Next Paper. 
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As teles ran is of =r | 
® tanned be the authorised recipient and not 


passed on]. 
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FROME BUIRUT TO FORBIGH OFFIC: 


Mr. Evens De 3e58 pede 15th Cotober 19h7« | 


etn oo Te tober 19472 Re 5059 De Te 15th Gcteber 1947. 
Repeated to Ueke Dele liew York ee 


Je: 
Anmaan 


| Damaseus (Saving) i 1¢e4 i wy i of 
Your telegram lice 628 paragraph 5; exebufti. 


Iraqi feclings pertinent to this not changed - 
‘please see ay telegram lide THe cg gas feo [3 
Fereicn Office pass to United Kingdea Delega 
Hew York as wy telegram Ilo. 35 and Cairo to British 

Middle Hest Office Caire as my telegram lo. 91. 


[Repeated te United KAngdon Delegation New York}. 7 
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